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I’ve read the book of Esther before.  And I’ve wondered what it meant.  What 
does God want me to learn from Esther, or Mordacai or Hamen even.  It’s an 
interesting story but I wanted to know more.   
 
Last week a team from Colorado visited us in Guatemala.  They helped build a 
house.  They spent time learning about the culture.  They loved and hugged the 
kids.  And then they returned.  After a week, they re-entered the palace gates.   
 
The next thing I am going to say, you may not agree with but it’s thick on my 
heart, so I’m going to say it anyway.   
 
You and I were chosen by the King to live inside the palace gates just like Queen 
Esther.  You and I could have been born in a 3rd World Country to a now single 
mom.  We could have been born in a one-bedroom cornstalk room where food 
is scarce.  But…we weren’t.  We were born in the United States of America where 
we have access and opportunity that most of the world does not. 
 
And here’s the part you may not agree with…and it’s something I have had to 
come to terms with.  My “success” in the States had nothing to do with me.  Yes, I 
paid for my own college education.  Yes, I started my own business.  And yes, I 
worked hard.  I deserved everything I had worked for.  Right?   
 
Wrong.  It’s only by the grace of God that I was born inside the gates.  And let 
me tell you, IT IS PARADISE.  I don’t want to hear about the failing health system 
or how schools are falling apart at the seams.  Come wait with me at the 
National hospital for 8 hours before you’re admitted.  The best private schools in 
Guatemala don’t compare to the free public education my kids had in the 
Colorado.  THAT.  IS.  A.  FACT.   



 
SO WHAT??? 
 
Esther did not choose to live a Queens life.  She never could have chosen that 
life.  And you did not choose your life.  It was handed down to you by the grace 
of God Himself.  As I look back, I laugh at the thought that I had anything to do 
with the success I had.   
 
God did not choose Esther so she could have a great job or promotion.  He did 
not choose her to have a bigger house, although, it must have been pretty 
great.  God chose Esther to give those outside the gates, relief.  To deliver them.  
To save them.  
 
If God chose Esther to use her position to help those outside the gates, is it 
possible that God chose you for the same reason?  Did God choose you to use 
your position to help the Mordecai’s of this world? 
 
And this is the part of Esther’s story that won’t leave me alone: 
 
“Do not think that because you are in the king’s house, you alone of all the Jews 
will escape.  For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the 
Jews will arise from another place, but you and your father’s family will perish.  
And who knows but that you have come to your royal position for such a time as 
this.”  Esther 4:13-14 
 
God does not need you.  Relief and deliverance will arise from another place.  
Your life is an opportunity to serve God.  It’s an opportunity to love God and to 
love your neighbor.  How will you use your royal position today?  Tomorrow? 
 
Here’s the thing.  Esther wasn’t exactly thrilled about talking to the king about 
saving her people.  Actually, she was terrified.  She had so much to lose, 
including her own life.  Basically, she told Mordecai, “This is your problem.   Good 
luck, I’ll be praying for you.  I have my own problems.  I can barely pay my OWN 
bills.  I worked hard this year and I deserve a vacation.  How am I supposed to 
live my life AND help those outside the gates?” 
 
This is a fact.  Are you ready?  It’s a narrow road.   
 
And I don’t want to come to the end of that road only to hear “Not everyone 
who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one 
who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.” ~Jesus  
 
I choose to be Esther.  
 
 


